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Jean Marie Canan joins 

Lectra's Board of Directors 

 

 

Paris, June 3, 2021 – Lectra’s Shareholders’ Meeting held on June 1 appointed Jean Marie (“John”) 

Canan as a new Director, for a period of four years. Jean Marie Canan becomes a member of Lectra’s 

Audit Committee, Compensation Committee and Strategic Committee. 

This appointment follows the agreement reached for the acquisition by Lectra of Gerber Technology, of which 

American Industrial Partners (AIP) was the sole shareholder.  

A major global player in the fashion, automotive and furniture industries, Lectra designs smart industrial 

solutions – software, equipment, data and services – for brands, manufacturers and retailers. 

Daniel Harari, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Lectra said 

“We are delighted to welcome Jean Marie Canan to Lectra’s Board of 

Directors. The Group will benefit from his extensive experience in 

finance, mergers and acquisitions, and post-acquisition integration.” 

The appointment of Jean Marie Canan as Director, after that of Céline 

Abecassis-Moedas on April 30, will notably strengthen Lectra’s 

Strategic Committee, at a time when Lectra will be developing new 

offers for Industry 4.0 and examining an increasing number of 

investment projects in innovative companies.  

Jean Marie Canan will also draw on his vast international experience 

as an Administrator and Director, particularly with listed companies. 

A Canadian national, at 64, Jean Marie Canan is currently Lead Independent Director and Chairman of the 

Audit Committee of REV Group, an American company listed on the NYSE; Director and Chairman of the Audit 

Committee of Acasti Pharma, a Canadian company listed on the NASDAQ and Director of the Angkor Hospital 

for Children, a leading non-profit pediatric hospital in Cambodia. 

Jean Marie Canan began his career at PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) in 1978, starting in their Montreal 

office, and then two years in their Hong Kong office. From 1990 to 2014, he held many ever-increasing 

positions of responsibility at Merck & Co, Inc. (“Merck”). These included senior roles in finance, strategy 

development, business development and operations. He was part of a small team that led the acquisition of 

Schering-Plough by Merck. He also provided operational oversight for most of the Merck group’s joint ventures, 

including DuPont-Merck, Johnson and Johnson-Merck, Astra-Merck, and Schering-Plough-Merck. Merck’s 

Executive Committee selected Jean Marie as one of the five senior leaders charged with defining Merck's new 

strategy in 2006.  

Jean Marie Canan graduated from McGill University in Montreal, Canada and is a Canadian Certified Public 

Accountant (CPA).  
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About Lectra: 

For companies that breathe life into our wardrobes, car interiors, furniture and more, Lectra crafts the premium 
technologies that facilitate the digital transformation of their industry. Lectra’s offer empowers 
brands, manufacturers and retailers from design to production, providing them with the market respect and 
peace of mind they deserve. Founded in 1973, the company reported revenues of 236 million euros in 2020 
and is listed on Euronext (LSS).   
In June 2021, Lectra acquired Gerber Technology, a USA-based company founded in 1968. Like Lectra, 
Gerber Technology develops software and automation solutions for fashion, automotive, furniture and other 
businesses across the globe.   
By uniting, Lectra and Gerber Technology will become the ultimate Industry 4.0 partner for their customers.  
For more information, please visit www.lectra.com and www.gerbertechnology.com. 

 

 

Follow Lectra on social networks: 

 

 
Media contact: 
 
Lectra - Headquarters 
Adeline Fogel 
Public Relations Manager 
t: +33 (0)1 53 64 42 37 
e: a.fogel@lectra.com    
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